California Science Test (CAST)- Sample Practice Test

Step 1: Type in the URL: http://www.caaspp.org/
Step 2: Select “Practice & Training Tests”
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Step 3: Select “Student Interface Practice and Training Tests”
Note: The other options provide instructions on how to administer the test.
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Step 4: Click the “Sign In” button without typing anything in the fields.
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Step 5: Click the “Grade” dropdown menu. Select the level or band relevant to your course.
Note: Select 5, 8, or High School, based on which grade band you fall into. Other grades will not appear.
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Step 6: Scroll to the bottom of the screen and select the grey “California Science (CAST) Practice Test” for the most recent released questions.
Note: You can also select the orange “California Science Test (CAST) Training Test” for additional practice questions, but this version is shorter so start with the grey.
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Step 7: Select the dropdown options of your choosing, then click “Select” to move on. You can also leave the dropdown choices blank and just hit, “select” to move on.
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Step 8: Play the video to test your computer’s sound, then click “I could play the video and sound” followed by “continue”. Adjust your computer settings as needed.
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Step 9: Select “View Help Guide” to read through navigation tools in this platform. Spend time here with students so that they know all of the resources that are available, and how to access them. When finished, 
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Step 10: Once finished reviewing the Help Guide, click on the “Back” button at the bottom center of the screen to access the practice questions. 
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Step 11: (Optional) If accommodations are needed for a student, select “View Test Settings” to change setting options.
[image: ]

Step 12: (If Step 11 was used) Change setting options as needed. When finished, select “Ok” to return to the previous page.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 13: Select “Begin Test Now” to start the practice test.
Note: To progress through the practice questions, you must select “next” in the top left corner of the screen. An answer must be provided before progressing to the next page. 
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o If the test is paused for less than 20 minutes, you can review questions you already answered.

o If the test is paused for more than 20 minutes, you cannot review questions you already answered.

The only exception is if you pause on a page that has at least one unanswered question, or if you are
in a science performance task section.

e When you resume the test, the first page with unanswered questions appears.
o If you are idle for 30 minutes, the test automatically pauses and logs you out.
e All answers are saved immediately. You do not lose them when the test is paused.

About Print-on-Demand for the California Science Test

The following tests require you to have a print accommodation if you need to request printouts:

e Science tests
To send a print request to the Test Administrator, choose from the following options:

* To print a passage and all questions on the page, select Print Page in the global menu.
e To print a passage, select Print Passage in the global menu.

* To print a question, open the question's context menu and select Print Item. After sending the print
request, a printer icon sgl. appears next to the question number.
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California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) California Science Test (CAST)

The CAST practice test, released in fall 2018, includes 32 discrete items followed by three performance tasks. There
are three performance tasks on the practice test to ensure that a practice performance task is available in all three
science domains, although a student may see only two performance tasks during future administrations. All
accessibility features except for braille are available. Braille will be made available in January 2019,

More information about the CAST is available on the California Department of Education California Science Test web
page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppscience.asp.

If you have feedback about what you see or do in the CAST practice test, please visit the CAST Practice Test
Feedback online survey at http://www.caaspp.org/cast-practice-test-feedback.html to provide your comments.
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